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":Y‘f 5. no one had heard of holidays in the Maldives. But .smco then, almosl a hundred
ope _ed on as many islands, With so many fo choose from. Harriet O’ Brien selects a
' romantic reaks and <pﬁ retreats to family holidays and gourmet




Mualdives is only 40 next vear. It was in February 1972 2 that
white sands are fringed by palm trees In the a group of 22 Ttalians arvived on an Air Ceylon charter flight
from Colombo, They were brought to the islands by fellow
countryman and entreprencur George Corbin, who had
arrived the year before by cargo boat. The visil generated
such interest that, together with two Maldivian business
partners { Ahmed Nascem and MU Manik). € ‘orbin quickly
developed the nation’s first resort. Slecping up 10 6l) gucsts
in thatched accommodation with ¢lectricity bul no air-
conditioning, Kurumba Village opencd on Vihamanaafushi

HE TUROUAISE SEA 1S CRYSTAL CLEAR. The sugar

waters beyond, coral gardens glow with colours
of almos! unimaginable beauty. Stretching some
475 miles across the Indian Ocean, the Maldives
¥ most estimations the closest you get to paradise on
lh So the nature of two forthcoming anniversanes may be
pething of a surprise
firstly, 11 November will complete only the third vear of
pocracy in the republic. During the 3-year dictatorship of
fsmoon Abdul Gayoom, the picture-perfect archipelago- island in October 1972
son of about 1,190 coral islands hal seen riches develop Much altered since, Kurumba remains a popular holiday
m fishing and from tourism. But the wealth was concentrated  destination. But it faces stiff competition. Resorts now occupy
fhe hands of an elite few, while for the rest of the population nearly 100 of the total 300 or so inhabited wslands. For the
man rights were flagrantly and often brutally abused. visitor, this is & bewildering choice of accommodation. What's
President Mohamed Nasheed came 10 power in November more. the bar is continually being raised with hotels vying 1o
IS on a crusade for liberalisation and environmental outdo each other in interpretations of luxury almost on i weekly
nservation. Scientists warn that within 100 years the hasis. So the guestion of where to stay requires particularly
Hidives may disappear duc to rising sea levels, so the current carcful conssderation.

Here. we have selected 1he finest options for several very
different types of holiday, based on opimons from across the
travel industry in Britam and the Malkdives As a cost com parson,
given the wide fluctuations in price (depe nding on when and
how you book), we have included a package price from the UK
for travel over the next few weeks, with date restrictions stated
where applicable. Unless otherwise imdicated, prices are based
on two sharing accommaodation on a bed-and-bre akfast basis
and include flights from the UK to Malé and local tras nsfers,

vernment has created a dynamic programme of sustainable
velopment., with the specific targets of making the nation
tbon neutral by 2018 and of haling, coast: al crosaon through
pservation of the coral reefs, A significant project is being
dertaken on Baa Atoll. where two of today™s most serene
torts are located: Soncva Fushi and Four Seasons Resort

pldives at Landaa Giraavaru
OFf course. the tourist industry has had a phenomenal impixt
{ this little republic. and continues to do so. Yet tourism i the
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decH. Soyuu Eara cut at viens of turquorsa $aa and frshing boats and
when Yod feel more energelys you Simply step down inte the water| a
Gora reed teemning with muaring lile is @ wery short swrm avay or

Gourse. drip and watersports are azalatie. but stafl say most guesis

preter to disappazsr into 3 warld of their con, When
teny island offers an extensne Shambiala spa and

oae end. while at the other the
restayrant servng Makiaan, Mediterranean and Asian cuising, Sitting
w00 the soft white sands on

tha sunset scon becomes
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side of the island and watching

N addictive evening ritud

waWwonCoasiaTT comobe. Armparsand Trave) ((

W

amparsanatavel com) offers seven

drgtherapy poot at

Four Scasons Resort Maldives at
Landaa Giraavaru

Baa Atoll. Froem Malé 2 seaplane comays you 1o a lush workd-apart

Londaa Giraarairu island 1S sel Cesde a v

vy clear lagoeon in

and uncevalopes n sige toll.

the partcularly remao

slenty of space here for the

h private, opan-ar Wing e Servce 15 discreet

appdy arrange amythng fram reconnaction
on a desart siand nearby
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s Seven aias front £3.845 per par
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sae sommeha and lavish vilkas (www,
cneancontyresocts.comy)

2 W Betrat & Spa MiakBives Uncerwater
gavgnts and an underwater nigghlcut
(wwwwhotels comvmaidives)

m Romantic escapes
T Cocoi Idamd Just 33 vites, 21 with
private decks (www coooasland como be)
4 - ¢4 Four Seasons Besort Malilives al

------ © Lamdan Girsunan Saciudad, with castaway
; pacrics {www Sour Seasons com/maklives)

!'l'.nmlx havens

5 Lily Beacls Resort & Spaat
Hisvabsendhoo, Maklives All-incusive with
many activities (wwwiilybeachmadhves com)
6 Four Seasons Besort Maldives at Roda
Huraa Spa treatmants and surf kessons or
chidren (wawfourseasons comdnakdives)
7 Ranubura For twa very good children's
dubs (waw kanuhura.com)

ﬂ Feo-friendly

8 N Senses Laamn ‘-;Nl"h yot
sudainable (www.SHSenses com)
9 Bamvan Tree \abbinfar Foe green sea
furtle consenvaion (www. baryantree.com)

A The great outdoors

10 Shangri-Las Villingih Besort & Spa,
Maldives Nature trais on land and under
watar (wawshangri-lacom)

11 Soneva Fushin In Sin Senses Has its
own abservetory and open-ai cinema
(www.Ssenses comvsoneva-fushi)

%&umal ional spas
12 Somwnatali |[\ SIs Sevises An
wrar-waler spa and Ayurvedic doctor

Q:S
L

1% "ll\ fen l'us.lu Two un}_'m(‘t-_'r
treatrent rooms for marine vaeews while
rebaing (www huvadenfushs, peragquum com)
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Underwater treasures |
14 Angsana Hwen The best house rrﬂ
in the Maldves? (wwa.angsanacom)
13 Island Hhideswan Spa Besort & Marina
Superh dae sites (ewwisiand-Nidavay com)
16 \nantaral 'hig\l Lokt dhve cxrtre with
a range of courses (www.anantara comj)
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@ Gourmet getaways

17 B Exotiea Besort & Spac Maldines
Cuer-water fine dnng (wwalapiolels
com/makdives)

18 Conrand Masklives Raungali 1sban] Supert
wine cellr (awwconradmadnes.nio)

S Luxury for less

19\ hanta I)\ Taj  Coral Reef, Maklives
Recertly refurbished (Wwwerivartayiajcom)
20 Baros Understated elegance and
nctable cuisne (wawbarns com)
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