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Land of ma

There’s nowhere
uite like
ajasthan, says

Harriet O’Brien,

and now is the

perfect time to
visit. So get
ready for

cities of pink,

white and blue,

for dazzling

Indian festivals,

and for deserts,
alaces and

uxury trains

known as Rajpatana, “Land of Princes”, and
was an afliation of semall Kingdoms. The
Rajput clans were legendary for thelr sense of
honour, while many of their Jeaders claimed
descent from sun, moon and Nre. Although
the maharajahs no longer hold political power,
they Bave huge paternalistic inlluence and are

Glorious palaces, spectacular forts, dramatic
desert - the mix is compelling. And righn
now, cooler weather makes this an optimuam
perod to visit, Rajasthan exades famboy-
ant character: until becoming past of the
Republic of India in 1949, the regon was

Coverage is reproduced under licence from the NLA, CLA or other copyrightowner. No further copying (including the +44 (0) 20 7264 4700
P : printing of digital cuttings), digital reproductions or forwarding is permitted exceptunder licence from the NLA, info@precise.co.uk
reCISe http:/www.nla.co.uk (for newspapers) CLA, http://www.cla.co.uk (for books & magazines) or other copyrightbody. www.precise.co.uk



Client: PCC Global PR Media Coverage RN
Source: The Independent (Main) (,(\\;P&/C/)]

Date: 26 September 2012 =g

Page: 44 PEROWNE CHARLES COMMUNICATIONS
Reach: 81804

Size: 1446¢cm2

Value: 21183.9

->

greatly severed - acoounting to a large degree
for Rajasthan's particularly colourful customs.,

In the pink for starters

It's with good reason that fint-timers to India
often stars with the "Golkden Triangle™, a road
trip taking In Delhi, Agra and the Taj Mahal,
and the Ragsthani capital, Jaipar. Known as
the pink city because of its sosy-coloured
buildings, Jalpur glorkes in exuberant architec-
ture, Sighns include the City Palace, the
remsarkable fagade of the Palace of the Winds,
1 astronomical park of Jantar Mantas, and,
st ot of town, superb Amber Fort, Voyage
Judes Verne (0845 166 7035 viv.com) offers a
pood-value Golden Telanghe nine-night group
trip from £1.349 per person (based on two
sharing. s are all other prices shown), The
price Includes flights from Heathrow.

Visions of white

Head south to enjoy the fabled romance

of UWlaipar. Shining with whitewashed
havelis (mansions) and domed palaces, the
city fringes the shimmsering waters of Lake
Pichola. Take in the maze of the old town,
the brilliantly decorated City Palace and
enjoy a drink at the dreamy Lake Palace
Hotel (00 91 294 2428800; tajhotels.com),
which appears to Soat in the middie of the
lake, Udaipur features on the Classic India
inerary of Bales Workiwide (0845 057
060C; balesworldwide.com), The 13-day
group holiday also visits Delhl and Varanasi
and costs from £2,345 per person including
flights from Heathrow,

Who said that?

"Rajasthan was and always will be

more Indian than anywhere else, if
ocaly because it pever was anything else;
this had never technically been British
India atall”™

James Cameron, An Indian Summer

“The waork of angels, fairies and
gams.. bullt by titans and coloured
by the morning sun... he who walks
through it loses sense of being among
buildings. It is as though he walked
through mountain goeges.”

Rudyard Kipling's description of
Mehrangarh Fort

Tiger turmoil

In July, tiger tourksm was banned in India,
Wikh a census Indicating there may be kess
than 100 of the endangered animals Jeft
inthe subcentinent, visitors are no looger
allowed into "core tiger areas”, Including
Rajasthan's Ranthamsbore reserve, The ban,
however, is an interim measare and the
Sapreme Court is due to review the situation
this woek. In the meantinee, & is still possible o
stay in resorts such as Sher Bagh (0091 11 4606
7608; shertagh.com) and Taj Sawai Madhopur
Lodge (00 91 7462 22 054); vivantabytalcom)
on the park’s periphery and take walksin
buffer arcas to enjoy the vibernt bird life there
{woodpeckers, hornbills, bee-caters and more)

Into the blue

Move west to one of Rajasthan's mightiest
sights. Dubbed the "blue ¢ity™ because of
the colour of s houses, Jodhpar Is set at the
edge of the Thar Desert and is dominated
by Mehrangarh Foet, 2 majestic edifice that
appears to have evolved from the sandistone
crags on which it was baik in the 1500
Jodhpur is a highlight of the Boutique
Rajasthan package offered by Ampersand
{020:72589 6100; ampersandtravel.com) The
10-night trip costs from £2.360 per person
including fights from Heathrow,

Insider information
“Udalpur’s House of Mewar isthe cldest
unbroken dynasty in the workd Althoagh
the princely peivileges of the maharsjas of
Rajasthan were renoved in 1971, the spérit of
cussodianship is uplield even today by the
Howse of Mewar. It |s all encompassing - it
cotnprises the passiosale presesvation of
rich musi tradions, an,
and historical records,
It involves unstinted
suppoct to infrastruc-
ture and tourisos.” - Hie
Highwess Skrili Arvind
Singh Mewarof Udaipuwr

Desert beauty

Desest towns don't come more spectacular
than Jaisalmer, in the remote west, With
bastions rising out of the desert scrub, the
12th~century fort here Jooks as if it has
swept in from a sensational fairy tale, To
this, add bazaars and striking havelis with
intricate latticework. Peregrine Adventures
(0845 863 9667; peregrineadventures.com)
presents Jalsalmer as a highlight of s
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“Land of the Kings™ 20-day tour, The
hollday costs from £1.570 per person,
excluding international flights,

Sheer exuberance

There's nowhere quite like Rajasthan for
vibrant festivals. Between 26 and 30 October
this year you'll be dazzied by the activities in
Jodhpur. Timed to colncide with the bright-
o8t full moon in north India, the Rajasthani
International Folk Festival (odhgwirfolk
festivalorg) takes place at Mehrangarh Fort,
IndEa specialist Greaves Travel (020-7487 9111
greavesindia.couk) offers a seven-day trip
costing from £1,599pp inchading flights from
Heathrow, Or aim for the next full moos: the
Pushkar Camel Falr (rajasthantourism. gov.in)
takes place from 20 to 28 November. Pushkar
Resort (00 91 11 26454531; sewara.com) has
doubles from R7.954 (£90), room onldy.

UNIrack

Capture a Bavour of old-tinee splendour in
the Palace on Wheels. Launched In 1982,
this is a train kitted out to recreate the
huxury of royal coaches. [t toots its way
showty around Rajasthan, ssopping for
sightseeing excursions at Jaipur, Jodhpur,
Jaisalmer, Udaipur and more, The train
service was refurbished and relaunched

in 2009 with a new decor, itinerary and
cuisine. Grest Rail Journeys (01904 521936;
greatrailocom) presents a 15-day package
from the UK with seven days in the Palace
on Wheels and additional trips 10 Agra and
Shimla. The price of £3,395 per person,
includes flights from Heathrow.

‘ ’o.-

Coverage is reproduced under licence from the NLA, CLA or other copyrightowner. No further copying (including the

P : printing of digital cuttings), digital reproductions or forwarding is permitted exceptunder licence from the NLA,
r eCISe http://www.nla.co.uk (for newspapers) CLA, http://www.cla.co.uk (for books & magazines) or other copyright body.

+44 (0) 20 7264 4700
info@precise.co.uk
www.precise.co.uk



Client: PCC Global PR Media Coverage

Source: The Independent (Main) (PCC

Date: 26 September 2012

Page: 44 PEROWNE CHARLES COMMUNICATIONS
Reach: 81804

Size: 1446cm?2

Value: 21183.9

->

.
-
o -

Full spectrum: (clockwise from main) temples in Jaisalmer; the River Ganges; Palace
On Wheels luxury train; the Lake Palace, Udalpur; Jodphanr s o s s s 11 s s
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